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Baytree School
Curriculum Policy
The curriculum at Baytree School is specifically adapted to provide for the academic, personal,
social and emotional development of all pupils. Teaching and learning activities are carefully
personalised and planned to make sure that all pupils succeed in every area of their learning in
order to unlock their full potential and that they are “provided with a sense of achievement”
(Baytree Vision).
Baytree offers a full curriculum that is broad, balanced and, above all, relevant to the needs of
each child and is designed to develop his / her knowledge, skills, attitudes and values. It is
recognised that each pupil is unique in their learning and therefore requires a tailor-made
personalised curriculum delivered through individual, small group and whole group learning
opportunities.
The learning priorities will change as learners move through the school but developing
communication and independence skills remain paramount for all pupils. Each learner’s priorities

for learning will be drawn from EHCP targets which provide key ‘end points’ in terms of what pupils
will be able to know and do as a result of effective pedagogy and the curriculum offer.
From the earliest years onwards, pupils are immersed in a total communication environment
experiencing a wide range of communication methods and are supported in developing their main
mode of communication. Alongside this pupils are taught self-help and social skills and are
provided with the necessary behaviour support to work, play and interact with others.

We recognise that our pupils don’t necessarily follow a typical developmental pathway. Our
curriculum needs to provide a framework which can support those who learn in both a ‘typical’ and
an ‘atypical’ manner, often the same pupil at different times or in different contexts. Maximising
our pupils learning - their ability to connect and apply new and existing knowledge and
understanding - relies upon staff who have an understanding of both the impact of SEND upon
learning and the specialist pedagogies which can be utilised to mitigate this as far as possible. We
aim to combine this expertise with our curriculum to create individualised learning pathways that
represent a logical progression for each pupil.
At Baytree we regard English, Maths, PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education), PE (Physical
Education) and ICT (Information & Communication Technology) as Core Subjects (see
Appendices) and these are further enriched by the Foundation subjects relevant to the Key Stage.
Religious Education (RE) is taught with regard to SACRE guidance and pupils throughout the
school will encounter and be immersed in a wide range of different cultures and their languages.
This is achieved through our programme of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) enrichment
events. As part of this exposure the language and some specific vocabulary may be targeted e.g.
when celebrating Chinese New Year pupils may learn how to say ‘Happy New Year’ in Chinese.
Alongside the SMSC enrichment events, pupils in Key Stage 3 have French incorporated within
their curriculum. French is integrated into certain cross-curricular topics and other activities where
it is felt it would enhance pupils learning. The content covered would not solely comprise French
vocabulary but would encompass elements of French culture to provide our Key Stage 3 pupils
with an enriched curriculum and a wider range of experiences.
Teaching and Learning is presented through a mix of subject specific lessons which are the core
subjects, cross curricular sessions which include the foundation subjects and real-life experiences.
Enrichment days are used as part of the RE and SMSC programme and invite pupils to fully
experience a different faith or culture. Pupils benefit from this “immersion” rather than a “drip
feed” approach.
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The Baytree environment allows the curriculum to be delivered in many different places, including
hydrotherapy pool, soft play area, sensory room, food technology room, music room, outside play
areas, school flat and within the local environment. Learning is enriched and reinforced by
educational visits into the community, including the school flat where life skills and independence
are fostered. The school minibuses enable learning sessions in the wider community.
Students with sensory processing difficulties are offered support to ensure they are ‘ready to
learn’. Such students respond differently to ordinary sensory experiences and this may have a
huge impact on their learning. Students who need support in one or more of the sensory areas:
tactile, auditory, olfactory, taste, proprioception, vestibular and visual, are identified and offered
support through a wide range of activities and strategies throughout their school day in the
classroom, playground, sensory den and the sensory room.
Class teams work very closely with other professionals including Physiotherapists, Speech and
Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists etc. Class teams will seek their advice and support
to enhance pupils’ learning and also carry out any personalised programmes they have devised for
individual pupils alongside the curriculum.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
Will be delivered through a number of cross curricular themes following the seven areas of the
EYFS curriculum;
Personal, Social and Emotional Communication and Language
development
Understanding of the World
Physical Development

Mathematics
Expressive Arts and Design

Literacy
Key Stages 1 - 4
Subjects of the National Curriculum which have been defined as being appropriate for Key Stages
1 - 4 include:
English
Mathematics
Physical Education
Personal Social & Health Education
Information & Communication Technology
Science
Religious Education

Art
Design & Technology
History
Geography
Citizenship
Music
Modern Foreign Language (French)
(Key stage 3 only)

Subject learning will be supported by a number of themed experiences. These are designed to
ensure that our curriculum content remains relevant, exciting and engaging. We organise a related
week or activity for each theme throughout the year, providing an opportunity to introduce and
consolidate learning. This curricular enrichment is also designed to provide pupils with new
experiences and the opportunity to develop new interests. There are opportunities for more in
depth learning for our subject specific learners.
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14-19 Curriculum
One of the main aims is to enable the children to develop into young adults who are as
independent as possible and the educational experiences should reflect this changing age.
Students follow the 14-19 curriculum which covers ‘preparing for adulthood’ and focuses on:




Employability,
Independent living,
Good health and community participation;

Ensuring the curriculum and AQA accreditation is personalised and progressive to each individual
student’s learning styles and needs.
The curriculum includes English / Communication, Maths, PSD, Independent Living Skills, Careers,
Mini Enterprise, ICT and Sports / Leisure. Sixth form students access Vocational Learning Taster
units at Weston College one day a week. A programme of enrichment days is offered once a term
to classes in KS4/5 and these provide access to History, Geography, Music and RE in an exciting
and meaningful way.

Related Key Documents
Teaching & Learning Policy
Behaviour Teaching Policy
Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy
14 – 19 curriculum

Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed in line with the schedule available from the Clerk to the Governors.

Reviewed by FGB:
24th March 2021
Next Review due:
March 2022
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